
Life in Poetry & Music

Score

Based on the following poems:

Life - Edith Wharton
Soul's Birth - Sara Teasdale

The Children's Hour - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
First Love - John Clare

Wild Nights - Emily Dickinson
Bond and Free - Robert Frost

The Road Not Taken - Robert Frost
Nature - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Music by Richard DeRosa

Performance time: 45 minutes

©2020, Richard DeRosa Music, BMI

Featuring Kurt Elling



This work is a celebration of the gift of life that everyone enjoys. 
It was conceived in eight movements to feature renowned jazz vocalist
Kurt Elling with a jazz quartet, orchestra, and soprano/alto voices. 

With the exception of the 8th movement, which features music only, 
the remaining music was composed to support selected poems in the 
public domain; each poem pertains to various phases of a full human life. 



 
Life in Poetry & Music 

 
 

1. LIFE:  OVERVIEW 
 

ÒLifeÓ Ð poem by Edith Wharton 
 

Music by Richard DeRosa 
 

Featuring Kurt Elling 
 
 

Performance Time 5:01 
 

Soprano Saxophone 
Piano 

Jazz Bass 
Drum Set 

Soprano Voices 
Alto Voices 

Kurt 
Vibraphone 

Celesta 
Harp 

String Orchestra 
 
 

 

 

©2020, Richard DeRosa Music, BMI 
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!

!

!

!

.ú

.ú

.ú

..úú

45

.ú

!

.Ï .Ï

!

Ï Ï Ï

.X

!

!

À À ä
j
À

carves it a

.Ï .Ï

!

!

!

!

.ú

.ú

.ú

..úú

46

.ú

!

Ï Ï Ï# Ï

!

.ú

.x .x

!

!

À Î À
pace in
Ï Ï Ï# Ï

!

!

!

!

.ú

.ú#

.ú

..úú#

47

.ú

F#9sus

!

.Ï J
Ï Ï Ï

!

Ï
ú

.X

!

!

À Î À
toys fan

.Ï J
Ï Ï Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ï J
Ï Ï Ï

.Ï
j

Ï Ï Ï

.ú

..úú

48

.ú

!

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

!

.ún

Õ Õ Õ

!

!

À ÀÀ Î
tas tic al.

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

.ú

..úúN

49

.ún

G/C

add slightly more activity

!

.Ï .Ï

!

.ú

Ô

!

!

!

.Ï .Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

.ú

..úú

50

.ú

A/D

- - - - --
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J
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!

.ú

Ô
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!

!

.Ï
J
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!

!

!
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.ú

.Ï
J
Ï# Ï Ï
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.ú

A 6
9

!

.Ï# .Ï

!

.ú

Ô

!

!

!

.Ï# .Ï

!

!

!

!

.ú

.Ï# .Ï

.ú#

..úú

52

.ú

B 6
9

!

.ú

!

.ú

Õ Õ Õ

!

!

!

.ú

!

!

!

!

.ú

.ú

.ú#

..úú

53

.

.
ú
ú

B/E

float a bit more

!

.Ï
J
Ï Ï# Ï

!

.ú

Ô

!

!

!

.Ï
J
Ï Ï# Ï

!

!

!

!

.ú

.Ï
j

Ï Ï# Ï

.ú

..úú

54

.

.
ú
ú

(answer)

(answer)

!

.Ï# j
Ï Ï Ï

!

.ú

Ô

!

!

!

.Ï# j
Ï Ï Ï

!

!

!

!

.ú

.Ï# j
Ï Ï Ï

.ú

..úú

55

.

.
ú
ú

!

.Ï# .Ï

!

.ú

Ô

!

!

!

.Ï# .Ï

!

!

!

!

.ú

.Ï# .Ï

.ú

..úú

56

.

.
ú
ú

!

.Ï j
Ï# Ï Ï.ú

!

.ú

Ô

!

!

!

.Ï j
Ï# Ï Ï.ú

!

!

!

!

.Ï
J
Ï# Ï Ï

.ú

.ú#

..úú

57

.

.
ú
ú

!

.Ï#
.Ï

!

.Ï
.Ï

Ô

!

!

!

.Ï#
.Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ï#
.Ï

.ú#

.ú

..úú

58

.

.
ú
ú
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!

.ú

!

.ú

Ô

!
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!

.ú

!

!

!

!

.ú

.ú

.ú

..úú
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.

.
ú
ú

!

.ú

!

.ú

Ô

!

!

!

.ú

!

!

!

!

.ú
¾

.ú#
¾

.ú#

..úú

60

.

.
ú
ú

8.

!

.ú

!

Ï
Ï

Ï

ÕÕÕ

!

!

!

.ú

!

!

!

!

.ú
¾

.ú
¾

.ú

..úú

61

.

.
ú
ú

drum fill

ú Ï Ï

ú Ï Ï

!

ÕÕÕ

x x xx

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

62

!

A/D

A/D

62
.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

ÕÕÕ

x
J
xx

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

63

!

E2/G#

E2/G#

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

ÕÕÕ

Ô

!

!

!

.

.
Ï
Ï

.

.
Ï
Ï

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

64

!

D/G

D/G

.ú

.ú

!

ÕÕÕ

x
J
xx

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

65

!

F#mi7

F#mi7

.ú

.ú

!

Ô

x xxx

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

Î Ï
"
Ï Ï Ï

Î Ï
"
Ï Ï Ï

Î Ï
"
Ï Ï Ï

!

66

!

.ú

.ú

!

Ô

Ç
2

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

Ï# Ï Ï Ï

Ï# Ï Ï Ï

Ï# Ï Ï Ï

!

67

!

ú Ï Ï

ú Ï Ï

!

Ô

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

Î Î Ï Ï Ï

3

Î Ï Ï Ï
Î

3

.ú

.ú

.ú

!

68

!
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!
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.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

69

!

A/D

A/D

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

ÕÕ Õ

x
J
xx

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

70

!

E2/G#

E2/G#

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

ÕÕÕ

Ô

!

!

!

.

.
Ï
Ï .Ï

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

71

!

D/G

D/G

.ú

.ú

!

Õ Õ Õ

x
J
xx

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

Ï
Ï Ï

Ï
Ï Ï

!

!

!

!

!

72

!

Emi11

Emi11

.ú

.ú

!

Ô

x xxx

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

Ï
Ï Ï

Ï
Ï Ï

!

äJ
Ï" Ï Ï Ï Ï

äJ
Ï" Ï Ï Ï Ï

äJ
Ï" Ï Ï Ï Ï

!

73

!

.ú

.ú

!

Ô

Ç
2

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

Ï
Ï Ï

Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï

!

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

!

74

!

.ú

.ú

!

Ô

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

Ï Ï ú

Ï Ï ú

Ï Ï ú

!

75

!

ú Ï Ï

ú Ï Ï

!

ÕÕÕ

x x xx

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

.ú

.ú

.ú

!

76

!

A/D

A/D

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

ÕÕ Õ

x
J
xx

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

77

!

A 2/C#

A 2/C#
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!
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Ô
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!

!

.

.
Ï
Ï

.

.
Ï
Ï

!

!

!

!

!
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78

!

D/C

D/C

.ú

.ú

!

Õ Õ Õ

x
J
x x

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

!

Î ä j
Ï
"

Ï Ï

Î ä j
Ï
"

Ï Ï

Î ä j
Ï
"

Ï Ï

!

79

!

Bmi9

Bmi9

.ú

.ú

!

Ô

x x x x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

Ï Ï ú

!

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
&

!

80

!

Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï

!

Ô

Õ Õ
x

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï

!

81

!

drum fill

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

!

Õ Õ Õ

x
J
x x

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
Ï
Ï

.

.
Ï
Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

.Ï
J
Ï Ï Ï

!

82

!

Bb6
9

Bb6
9

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

ÕÕÕ

Ô

!

!

!

.

.
Ï
Ï

.

.
Ï
Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

83

!

C6
9

C6
9

.Ïn Ï Ï
2

.Ïn Ï Ï
2

!

Õ Õ Õ

x
J
xx

J
x

!

!

!

.

.
Ï
Ïn

n .
.

Ï
Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ïn Ï Ï

2

.Ïn Ï Ï

2

.Ïn Ï Ï
2

!

84

!

Eb6
9

Eb6
9

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

!

Õ Õ Õ

Ô

!

!

!

.

.
Ï
Ï

.

.
Ï
Ï

!

!

!

!

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï

.Ï .Ï B

!

85

!

F6
9

F6
9
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!
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.

.
ú
ún

n

!

!

!
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.ún

.ún

.ún

!

86

!

Bb2/D

Bb2/D

ambient cymbal texture

ú Ï Ïn

ú Ï Ïn

!

Ô

Ô

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!

!

ú Ï Ïn

ú Ï Ïn

ú Ï Ïn

!
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.ú

.ú

!

ÕÕÕ

Ô
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.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!
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.ú

.ú

.ú

!

88

!

E/D
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!

Ô

Ô
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!

.

.
ú
ú

!

!

!
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!

89
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!
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!
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.

.
ú
ú
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90

!

Ama7/E

Gma7/D

Gma7/D

Gma7/D

3X - Strg. Bckgds. last time

non div.
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Ô

!

Ô

Ô

Ô

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

.ú

.ú

.ú
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!

(Harmonic reference)

Sax solo

Ô

!

Ô

Ô

Ô

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

.

.
ú
ú

.ú

.ú

.ú
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Ô
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Ô
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ú
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B/E
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Ô

Ô
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Ô
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!

Ô

!

Ô

Ô

Ô
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!

!

!

!

!

!
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.ú

.ú

.ú

.ú

97

!
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!
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Ô
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Ô
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ÕÕÕ
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Ô

Ô
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!
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Ô
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Ô

Ô

Ô
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Ï
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!
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..úú
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!
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!

Ô

Ô

Ô

!

!

.ú
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!

!

!

!

!
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Ô
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124

!

!

!

Ô

Ô

Ô
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ÕÕÕ
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Ô

Ô
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.ú

.ú
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Ô

Ô
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!
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Ô

Ô

Ô
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!

Ï Ï Ï
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!

!

!

!

.ú

.ú

.ú

.ú
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!

!

!

ÕÕÕ
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ÕÕÕ
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.Ï .Ï
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.ún
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Bbma7/D
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Ô

Ô

Ô
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.Ï .Ïn
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.ú

.ú

.ú

.ú
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!
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use the syllable "ah" 
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Ô
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Ô
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∑

∑
Õ ÕÕ

Õ ÕÕ

Õ ÕÕ

.ú

.ú

.ú

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

Ï Ï ú
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∑

∑
Ô

Ô

Ô

.ú

.ú

.ú

∑
∑
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∑
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ÕÕÕ
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∑
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∑
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Ô
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∑
∑
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Ï
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∑

∑
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Õ Õ Õ
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∑
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Ï
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∑
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Ô
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Î Î À À
from the

∑
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∑
Ï Ï ú

∑
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∑
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!
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231. Life



 
Life in Poetry & Music 

 
 

2. BIRTH: INTIMACY, FASCINATION 
 

“Soul’s Birth” – poem by Sara Teasdale 
 

Music by Richard DeRosa 
 

Featuring Kurt Elling 
 
 

Performance Time 4:45 
 

Flute 
English Horn 
Clarinet in Bb 

Horn in F 
Kurt 

Vibraphone 
Celesta 
Piano 
Harp 

String Orchestra 
 
 

 

 

©2020, Richard DeRosa Music, BMI 
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Life in Poetry & Music 

 
 

4. ADOLESCENCE: IDENTITY, GREATER 
AWARENESS, YOUNG LOVE, PASSION 

 
ÒFirst LoveÓ Ð poem by John Clare 

ÒWild NightsÓ Ð poem by Emily Dickinson 
 

Music by Richard DeRosa 
 

Featuring Kurt Elling 
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Life in Poetry & Music 

 
 

5. YOUNG ADULTHOOD : ACQUIRING MATURITY; 
CONFLICT BETWEEN RATIONALE AND EMOTION 

 
ÒBond and FreeÓ Ð poem by Robert Frost 

 
 

Music by Richard DeRosa 
 

Featuring Kurt Elling 
 
 

Performance Time 6:00 
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Drum Set 

Soprano Voices 
Alto Voices 

Kurt 
Harp 

String Orchestra 
 

 

 

 

©2020, Richard DeRosa Music, BMI 
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Life in Poetry & Music 

 
 

6. MIDDLE AGE : SEEKING GREATER PURPOSE; 
RESOLUTION, WISDOM 

 
ÒThe Road Not TakenÓ Ð poem by Robert Frost 

 
 

Music by Richard DeRosa 
 

Featuring Kurt Elling 
 
 

Performance Time 5:52 
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Life in Poetry & Music 
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